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THE COLLIWOBBLE IN PURSUIT

“Of course,” replied his double, for that,
1 forgot to te]l you, is what doppel means
in German.

“I know all thaet you know and perhaps 1
remember even more of what you have
learned than you do. Everythirg you ever
read I remember quite well, and it you
can’t recollect a thing ask me and Pl
recall it fer you.”

“Well, that may come in handy at sx-
amination time,” said Oscar. “I don't

now just what to do with you now I've
got you. We will go to bed and think it

NE @ay Oscar Frisbieside heard
his Uncie Ike speak of 2 “Dop-
pelganger,” and promptly, of
course, asked him what a “Dop-
pelganger” was.

At first hig uncle seemed rather unwill-
ing to tell him, but Oscar persisted, and
finally Uncle 1ke asked him if he belisved
in spocks.

“Of course not,” replied Oscar. “Evary-

¥ knows that there are no such things
82 3poocks. Nobody but ignorant children
believe in them nowadaye.'” .

“Weill, then,” #ald Unecle Ike, “a Dop- over tn the morning.”
”‘g:‘f;:h:;'ni :ﬁ:,p’;sc_ that people used In the morning Oscar was troubled
to believe that there was & spook called a 300ut the matter, and he decided to tell
“Doppelganger,’ . remarked Oscar. his mother wh.&t hie dad done, He took

“NBxacely. long ago, when everybody the doppel with him to the dining room,
thought that ghosts and things really 2ud you may imagine how .startled his
roamed mround at mnight, they had all Mother was when she saw two Oscars en-
sorts of spooks, and among them a spe- t¢f- “Mercy-on'us!” she cried. “As 12 I
clal kind that was a double of someone didn't have trouble enough with one boy
else—that is, the spook resembled some (0 clothe and feed:™
person so exactly that no one could tell the "I won't need clothes, for what you get
difference at all. It was just like look- for him wiil be répeated on me,” said Os-
ing at yourself, when you saw your own car No. Z; “and as I don't have to eat at
Doppelganggr, and it was saild that if you all, there will be no expense whatever.”
saw this sort of spook something dreadfui “But I canne: téll you apart,” she cri
was going to happen to you quick. Seelng “I do not know which is you!”
double;, perhaps, was more frequent in  “You will notige, if you look carefully,”
those days, for now nobody ever sees a said the doubls, “that [ am slightly paier
Doppelganger anywhere—at least, I have and somewhat less distinet than he is,
never read in thé papers of such an oc- and I will always have to stand somewhat
currence,” behind him, so that in a little while you

“it would be a dreadful thing,” =aid will be able to tell us apart quite easily.
Oscar, reflectively, “to look up suddenly “You seem to look younger, also,” said
and see yourself sitting there beside you pfre Frisbieside, as shé examined them
or walking along with you., It would give pop  “jt's funny to have twins in the

me the ""bbl“;" = house so suddenly, but I suppose I will
“"¥Yes, indead,” added his uncle. “OF 10 gof ygeq to 1t tn time. WHll you both go to

wake up and find yourself in bed beslde g1 .01

Yourself some night.” “No,” said the double; “I will remain at
.M’h{. you wouldx{t know which was home, and, in fact, I can do all the er-

which,” sald Oscar, “and you might kick 14,4, ang things while Oscar is at school,

’o,f;":g ‘;‘;: doth:: ::; ‘:::nm:;.w AR s0 that we will be of help to you instead
™ -

- § 3 of a trouble. I seg that he has forgotten

bow,"” sald Uncle Ike as he went out. 1o chop the wonlle 4a. 350 tald Sins 1o do

Visit to the Wiseacré last night; he was so busy thinking about

the looking glass. You see, things like

Osecar thought much about this conver- that I can do for him, but 1 cannot keep

sation as he went to school, and therefore bis nails clean, his hair brushed or his

when he saw on a tiny sign beside a door »hoes shined, He must do these things
the name “A. Doppel, Wiseacre,” he was himsell.”

quite interested. He passed the door twice

“Perhaps,” said'Osear, “as I dldn't learn
a day for several days, and then knocked 21! M¥ lessons last night, it would be bet-
at it. A little old man, hardly larger than

ter if you went tuv school to-day instead

a dwarf, opened it, and Oscar went fn ang ©f M, and I will.chop the wood.

asked: ‘No; for as you didn’t learn your les-
“Are you Mr. Doppel > sons, I don't know anything about them,”
“Yes,” replied the oid man. £2id his double.

I do for yoa?"

“Besides, that would be entirely wrong,”
“I am quite mtereg“'d in your name, and 29d=d his, or, perhaps I should say, their
1, wanted to know if you are related to Mmother. “You have neo right to shift your
the Doppelgangers.” burden on him.”

“Certainly not,” replied the man; “I  1il tell you something more,” said the
with I were, and I d do a botter business’’ d0uble, &3 Osear was starting for school:

“What is your business?' asked Oscar: “if you need me all you have to do Is to
“l am & wiseacre; that is, I have wis- ¢ail me in a wilsper, and I'll be beside
dom—"" you iu a jify,” -

“By the acre? inquired Oscar. “They'll all see you,” sald Oscar.

“Alas! no. It can‘t be measured by feet Vo, I will be invisible to all except
or yards. I wish it could, then I'd know those whom you wish to have see me,”
whit my stock in trade was.” replied No. 2. “That's one of the good

“Deo you sell 1t7T" asked the boy. things about it.”

“Yes; I furnigh wisdom to people who So Oscar went to sehool, and No. 2
need 1. stayved home and did the chores.

“I'd like some when I get some money, Mrs. Frisbieside became quite accus-
but if you will let me have a little on tomed to the state of affairs before her

real son came home, and then was sur-

trust I'll pay you later,” sald Oscar.
“What do you wish to know?” asked the Prised somewhat, for already she had
come 10 think of the double as really Os-

wiseacre,

“Principally, I'd llke to find out where car. After dinner Oscar gald: *'I prom-
1 can see a Doppelganger, for I can't get ised to go and play with the Chubb boys
them out of my head.” this evening, and 1 guess if vou don't

“1 can’t tell you,” sald the cld man, mind you'd Dbetter become invisible, or
*“but I can tell you how to make them.” else they will be seared.”

“Indeed!” excizimed the boy. “That's “All right,” said No. 2 “Iil go along
Just what I'd like to do.” and I'll have just as much fun as you

The old man took a book from a closet have, even if they con’t sce me.”
and studied it g few moments, and said: Although the double was unseen he

“It’s easy enough. All you have to do played with the others, and sometimes
is to place a large looking glass at mid- he forgot himself and got in the way so
vight in the moonlight, stand befure it that he tripped the other boys up, eor

bumped into them, and after awhile It

and say:
“'Hrup! hrup! double me up! three somehow became plain to them that there
was something queer about the game of

_times, and there you are. That is, there
will be another like you standing beside ““prisoners’ base” which they were play-
ing, ang tipally one of them said:

you
Osear thanked the wiseacre and went “I wen't play any more. There's some-
home. That night, as it happened, there thing I can't see bumping into me every

was a full moon, and he stole out at mid- little while, and I'm scared!”
night as directed and took with him the I feit it two or three times'”’ said an-
mwirror from the parlor mantel. He placed other; “but 1 thought something was
it full in the moonlght, and standing be- wrong with my eyes, and I didn't say

fore it said, “Hrup! hrup! double me up!" anything." -
They all sat down on the curb with

three thes,
Suddenly ke felt that there was some- frightened faces and Oscar felt that
they were all looking at him suspiciously.

empty air, all the boys stared at him, and
one of them said: ‘“Iscar’s nutty, sure!

He's talking to himself!”

But one of the boys, wiser than the
others, suspected something, and, seeing
Oscar's guilty look and flushed face (for
Oscar realized at once that he had for-
gotten himself ard spcken to his double),
he cried, “He's got somebody here with
him that wz ean't see. He's a wizard!™

All the boys sprang up and ran away
crying, “Wizards! wizards!” as if they
were chased by wolves. Oscar locked
serious, for he knew it would be all over
the school by morning.

“There now!" he exclaimed. “You see
what you've done by your carelessness!”

“Iet ‘therm tell it to all they please,”
sald his double, laughing. “Ncbody will
belieye them. In fact, people will think
that they are crazy if they go around
saying that you had an invisible compan«
fon. Would you believe it yourself?”

Oscar was forced to admit that he would
not, and it was just as the doubie had
predicted. All the teachers were' quite
angry at the tales the other boys told
and puniched them for repeating what
the, considered the most childish non-
sense. Oscar, however, was so disturbed
by the occurrence tnat he wouldn't allow
his double to play with the other boys
afterward. Often, because the double
Wwas very lonely, they would go away and
play together, but even that was danger-
ous, as it was almost impossible to go
anywhere without somebody overhearing
them, and soon people began to tell
strange tales about Oscar shouting and
laughing all by himself.

It is such an uncommon thing for a lad
to do this that they began to suspect him
of being weakminced, and soon none of
the other children would play with him or
asscciate with him, for most of the peo-
ple were very superstitious in the villaga
and feared that he might affect others.

Mr. Dapple Vanishes

So little by little he drew away from his
double and left him more and more alone.
He was sorry for him, but he felt that it
was the only safe thing to do. He went to
see Mr. Dopple, to find out how to get
rid of his double, but, alas, tho old wise-
acre had moved to another town, as his
business had become very bad indeed, and
no one knew where he had gone.

One morning Oscar awoke hearing
vofces in his room, and turning over he
was 2o startled that he almost fell out of
bed. There beslde him sat two doubles,
side by side, looking guiltily at him.

“"Gee whiz!" he cried, sitting up. “What
has happened?”

One of them, looking more scared and
guiity than the other, replied:

“I was =0 lonely that I couldn’t help it.”

“What bave you done?’ .sked Oscar.

“l tock the mirrer ouv into the moon-
light last night and made myself a dou-
ble,” replied Number Two, “for 1 was
tired of being left alone all the time.”

“You've got a nerve!" said Oscar. “Now
he'll go and do the same thing, and where
will it all end, I'd like to know? I'll soon
have a couple of dozen of you hanging
around me."”

“No, we

“What can

can amuse ourselves well
enough and not be lonely now,” replied
Number Two.

“I'll take mighty good care to see that
you are Kept invisible, anyhow,” said
Oscar. “You must promise me, both of
you, not to repeat this performance, for
I won’t have any more doubles. I'd soon
be a regular multiplication table if I ler

How Little Oscar and His lppelgzgers Destroyec

GOOD STORIES: FOR CHILDREN
By Walt McDougall

a scream, and saw a large object re-
sembling an emormous animal of some
kind dart past with a girl in its mouth.
He could not see it very distinctly, but
he saw enough to show what was getting
all the lost ones. He hurried home as
fast as possibe, and in the morning he
told everybody about what he had seen.
Of course. all the people were more terri-
fled than ever, but no one knew what
Was to be done. A great meeting of
surviving citizens was held, and C
retold his story. and the thing was
cussed, but arter all nothing was decided
except that everybody had to remain in-
doors at night.

Now this terrible animal which had so
suddenly visited the country was the
Brown Celliwobble, a fearful beast, that
generally lives In the most remote and
inaccessible fastnesses of the Ruritural
Mountains in Besarabia, and only comes
forth when it is completely empty, but
even then it cannot eat for a couple of
months.

It catehes #1. the people it can, how-
ever—children that are juicy and tender
being preferred—and it stores them in
some deep, dark cave until it is akle to
eat, or, In other words, until its new set
of teeth are fully srown, for it sheds iis
iong, sharp teeth every winter just as
deer lose thefr horns. The Colliwobble
rests during the day and guards its cap-
tives, and at night it just breathes its
breath upon them and paralyzes them for
ten hours, and then i* goes a-hunting,
seizing upon young and ¢)d indiscrimi-
nately after a while, 0 that when its teeth
are grown it has enough food for another

year.
The Colliwwobble Puszle

Now, as it had cavorted around the
village it bhad seen Oscar with his doubles
several times, and the spectacle of three
boys exactly alike had made a gqueer
impression upon the beast, for it was
wise and cld, and suck a sight warned
it that something uncanny was about.
It therefore was somewhat afraid to
tackle them, as It didn't know exactly
what they were. In the many thousands
of years that the Collilwobble had been
ravaging it had never gone at more than
one person at once, except in the case
of very small children, for it was a
dreadful coward, and three big boys filled
it with terror, especially when they were
all alike, for it had seen wizards, ma-
gicians and conjurers, and feared them
mightily. Why, it fled for a hundred miles
the first time it saw 2 man on a bicycle
with his lamp lighted, and an automobiie
almost threw it into spasms, S0 you may
judge that it was a big craven.

It was about the size of an elephant
and resembled in shape a weasel, only
it had no tail at all, having lost it during
the eruption of a volcanc in the Ruritural
Mountains when it was sound asleep in
its cave and couldn't escape before its
tall was blown quite off. It had seven
rows of teeth and six toes on each foot,
armed with long, sharp and terribie claws,
with which it could dig a hole in the
ground six times as gquickly as a terrier
dog after a groundhog. Its eyes stuck
out from its head like those of a lobster
and 1t could project them away up and
beyond its head and see over trecss and
houses, so that it was almost impossible
to hide from the fearsome beast. It mow
had three hundred and twenty-nine peo-
pie, large and small, in the cave not far
away, and as it had enough it now decided
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you go on.” Bboth of them gave taeir
solemn promise, c¥¥ssing their hearts on
it, and he had to be content, but he wor-
ried a good deal abolt it for a while. They
behaved themselves, however, and he
went to work to #ry to remove the bad
impression that evefybody had got from
his strange conduct, but it was a long
while before people forgot that he had
been In the habit of calling oyt when all
alone to somebody else, as if he were play-
ing with another boy.

But pretty soom; all the people in the
village, and, in fact, in the whole State,
had something else to worry about, and
Oscar thought he had discovered the
secret of the wiscacre's sudden departure.
For that gifted meaw knew what was going
to happen long before it did happen. This
was the trouble that came upon them
and caused them all, both great and small,
to lie awake nights and tremble for their
very lives.

First the children, little ones, began to
be missed when they went out after dari.
Litile boys and girls guving to a neigh-

| the Child-Eating Collivol)

completely at his mercy, and it wou
quite helpless.
hopeless, ndeed
“I don’t,” said Osear, and went home.
He got all the riddle books that wers
in the public library and all the people

£ot together d told him every one
they knew, riddles from away back that
came over in the Ark. and the twc T

sat there

depended

i listened with him, for he
1em to remember every one.
body could recollect another rid-
was ready to seek the Colltwobble
» he got a telegram from the wise-
It read: “Beware of the animal's
it's fatal”
ht he get a huge deml-
r that he Knew
liiwobble's breath
started for the

acre.
breath,
After some the

john of strong amm
would take ev . Co
and they
{ains at daybreak
animal breathing long
to the cave where It
1dly walked
lay wi its head
J filling the cpening, S0

that nobod scape

It shivered a little when it saw the three
coming, for it was afraid of them.

“I am come, aid Osear, “'to hear your
old riddies. Go ahead and ask them
quiekly, for I suppose you have many.”

Then it was really scared, for it had
been such a long time since anybody had
come to guess the riddles that it had for-
gotten hundreds of them, and it knew 1L
It thought for awhile until Oscar sald:

“Come, wake up and get started, or It
will be too late.’ ’
then, answer me
very angry.

“It's an ancient Norse one and very
hard. ‘There was road above, road be-
neath and road in every direction.” ™

Osecar’s douhle laughed and replied: “I
remember that one: ‘A bird flew above,
a fish swam beneath; we stand on a

away,

then

this one,” 1t

bridge.” "

The Colliwobble gritted its gums to-
gether and tried again:

* It has eight feet, two eyes, it walks

a tight-rope and its knees are higher than
its head." "

“Oh,” said Number Two;
spider in its web.”

The Colliwobble thought a long time,
then asked:

“What continually ralls without hurt-
iag itself, is never t, yet has no
tongue, goes on but never leaves its bed.”

“A waterfail,” replied Number Three
quickly, as if he was afraid of ‘esing his
chance,

The animal groaned, for it could soarce-
ly remember any hard ones, then growled
out: “Four were walking, four hanging,
two showing the way, two keeping off
dogs, one always dirty, lags behind.”

“That's another Norse one,” said Oscar.
“It's a cow; four feet, four teats on her
udder, two eyes, two horns and her tail.”

The Colliwobble sat up in a dreadful
rage and tried to think Finalily it snapped
out this:

“It has ten tongues, twenty eyes, forty
feet; it moves along the road—"

“An easy one!" cried Number Two.
a sow with nine little pigs.”

The Colliwobble turned pale, for it
couldn't remember another riddle, and
then it opened its mouth. Oscar saw at
once that it was drawing in its breath to
breathe out some poisonous vapor upen
them, and he smashed the demijohn of
ammonia down upon the rocks, breaking
it, and then he retreated some distance

“That's a

“it's

OSCAR VISITS THE WISEACRE

bor's only a few blocks away never re-
turned, and were never heard of again.
Then big boys who were almost men and
who had started moustaches and went
courting the girls began to disappear, and : w
then the giris themselves who went out at remember that the Wiseacre 1"'5“7‘"1 f’ﬂv‘y
night. he .h:ld a sister 31\'{ng 1;11"!:{(:?);;"" \A{Jlr:
Then, when hardly a boy or gir! dared 1‘”,5‘ = lheée and see o g e
put his or her nose out of doors after o live with her. S ~eald
dark, old folks, fathers and mothers, ’1h.11§ a good idea!™ sal
seemed to vanish from cff the earth If they Wonder you didn't think of 1t bef:
stepped over their thresholds, and a ter. He went to R{‘bi";f“‘_“["' s | %
rible fear fell upon the whole community. €nough he found 1 [r. Eope ['h’:h('\f-
Semehow Oscar, who out of pity had Wiseacre "’Uked):'ﬁr)_ ge'?;;;”:‘::m,.] b
got into the habit of taking the two asked him how they wer e

come. t

Number Two spoke up and said: “I now t

Oscar.

doubles out waiking with him at night, f,f 1214:Fﬁ';;:g;[‘:@ﬁ:}”iﬂ?;@ AREEhiin
bad been spared, for he had not been UHme. e e . AV
troubled, and as le had never seen any- b i iy N Wt S (1

tried many ages since, but I am afraid

it can’t be worked a second time.”
“What is it?" asked Oscar. h
“Why, once upon a time it was giv

out that whoever went to the wob

and answered correctly every o

dles the animal asked would

thing as he roamed about with them
in the dark lanes he didn't suspect that
anything was getting all the people, but
guessed that they only ran awsy for some
unknown reason.

One very dark night, however, as the a
threc were sitting under a he heard rid

a

thing beside him, and turning saw himself,
. evory feature, every button matching his The double Jooked guilty, for he knew
that he was to blame. O=car turned to

EOown, him and said sharpiy:

& "Gear he exclalmed, and the other BoY oo geo here! f won't let you come
out with me if you can't remember to

Frepeated the word zad looked quite as
_amazed  Oscar losked around to see if jeep out of the ¥ay. You'll get me dis-
liked by all thase fellers.”

Janybody was about, and asked:
When they heard him speaking to the

. "Caa you talk™
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not to go out after any more, but just with his doubles
wait there quietly for its new teeth to in bn

Oscar thought and thought, and finally ing,

more

me to be able to do a lot of damage yet.

it is brmrr{ir»rs we might subdue it if we

e mirrors, perhaps.
it see.”

The animal reared up
s8 agony and rage, stifled by
ong ammonia, gasping and groan-
and then suddenly darted toward
hem. T ran with all their speed for
mile with the thing after
was almost suffocated and

he &

t
directions,
creature. h
of people, only
oddlers remal ¢ in the cave.

i it would be perfectly
ar, “but it seems to

7y way, i teeth, and while
urry,’’ said Number Two.
*1 have an idea!" « s

house over the

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE DOPPELGANGERS
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When they

filled wit

tor of cou
In at once repeating
*d just exactly {

ali throug Alt
sdll i

the animal and j
to hold its claw
to spring on i

ing every
a moment t
down unde
have smotheres
throw

after awhile It
perfectly helpl
the breath co
they got ropes ¢
all its claws ofr
hauled it %0 t
them went to
The escaped
the bushes and fr
came along dragging
by the time they
maultitude of me
attended them

and cooled down t
home. Mrs. Fr|
when she saw the

em Cx

Just Like Congress
There were six
doubles
not begin to
around on
selves ¢ & what e
that day. They all got 1
no one could tell whicl
{as ir it

but the qu

get It
the lawn

great experienc
a tremendous clatter,
Oscar had to go out
be still, as they were ar
bors.

After a few &
brought upon
his doubles were
taken for himse

cons

see them and the
vain of the atter
they began to be dis
himself, as he was
suming lad. They
the village and som

ing that time several
had vanished. Not
about it, but im
gone off somew
happened tc be
the mirror, he
it and In an in
tracted
never }




